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 FEDERAL GRANT SUPPORTS $500,000 TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY 

AT PORT OF BALTIMORE   
 

Federal and State Funds Will Help Replace Older Diesel Trucks With Newer Vehicles 

 

(BALTIMORE, MD) – Thanks to a $200,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation, combined with 

$300,000 in existing State funds, the Port of Baltimore will invest $500,000 to continue its popular program to 

improve air quality by replacing old diesel trucks that are used to haul freight around port facilities with newer, 

cleaner trucks.  The Port’s Dray Truck Replacement Program provides owners and operators of short-haul dray 

trucks up to $20,000 to purchase newer, cleaner trucks that meet or exceed 2007 Environmental Protection Agency 

emission standards. The funding is expected to replace approximately 22 older diesel trucks. To date, the program 

has helped replace approximately 100 older dray trucks with later and cleaner models, reducing annual air 

emissions by approximately 108 tons of nitrogen oxides, 29 tons of carbon monoxide, four tons of particulate 

matter, and four tons of hydrocarbons. 

“The Dray Truck Replacement Program has proven to be an effective tool at reducing air emissions and cleaning 

the air at and around the Port of Baltimore,” said Barbara McMahon, the Maryland Port Administration’s manager of 

safety, environment, and risk management.  “We encourage truck owners to take advantage of this opportunity to 

purchase a cleaner-running truck.”   

The Dray Truck Replacement Program requires scrapping the vehicles to ensure they are taken out of service.  To 

qualify for the program, trucks must be in working condition and currently serve the Port of Baltimore, with a model 

year between 1990 and 2003. Applications are prioritized through a set of criteria that includes the age of the truck 

and the number of trips it takes to and from the Port of Baltimore. 
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Additional Funding to Clean the Air at the Port of Baltimore  

Edward Krivenko, an independent owner/operator of a truck, had a 2003 truck replaced with a 2011 model under 

this program. 

“This replacement truck has allowed me to restore my confidence in driving,” said Mr. Krivenko of Owings Mills, 

Maryland.  “With a cleaner, safer, and newer truck I have been able to do my job better and support my family.” 

The $200,000 grant is from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 

Improvement Program, with the remaining $300,000 coming from Maryland’s Transportation Trust Fund. The full 

cost of a replacement truck ranges from approximately $40,000 to $70,000.   Even with a $20,000 provided through 

the program, truck owners make a substantial financial commitment toward the purchase of a new truck. 

For general information about the Port of Baltimore Dray Truck Replacement Program and commitment to 

environmental stewardship, visit www.mpa.maryland.gov/greenport/. 
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